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 Protectorates and certain trust territories. It was left to the other
States within the Commonwealth to enact their own form of title,
as they had proclaimed it at the time of the accession. In the result
the only description common to all States is "Head of the Common-
wealth," though in each case there is reference to the Queen's
Headship of her other realms and territories. India, in accordance
with her republican form of constitution, issued no decree of procla-
mation, although she continued to recognise the Queen's Headship
of the Commonwealth as her link with the rest of the Common-
wealth. Pakistan, who had not proclaimed the Queen as sovereign
of that country, has since decided to adopt a constitution in the form
of an Mamie Republic.
The Royal Marriages Act, 1772, by placing certain restrictions upon
the righii of a descendant of Oieorge II. to contract a valid marriage
without the consent of the Sovereign, guards against undesirable
marriages which might affect the succession to the Throne. Until the
age of twenty-five the Sovereign's assent is necessary (except in respect
of the issue of princesses who have married into foreign families). After
that age a marriage may take place without consent after a year's
notice to the Privy Council, unless Parliament expressly disapproves.
Accession to the Crown is a coming of a person into the position
of the Sovereign, whereupon all subjects owe personal allegiance*
There are two ceremonies which mark the accession of the new
Sovereign. Immediately on the death of hisCftt£gg'<l5^of the Sove-
reign is proclaimed, not by the Privy Council1 as such, but by the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal and other leading citizens, a body
which is a survival of an old assemblage, which met to choose and
proclaim the King. The Proclamation is afterwards approved at
the first meeting of the new King's Privy Council After an interval
of time follows the Coronation, the ancient ceremony which gave
religious sanction to title by election and brought to a close the
interregnum, when no King reigned, between the death of one King
and the election of his successor. Anson noted that, as the recogni-
tion of hereditary rights strengthened, the importance of the election
and coronation dwindled, while the great practical inconvenience of
the interregnum, the abeyance of the King's Peace, was curtailed.
The modern coronation ceremony is full of historical interest.
There are three stages:
 (1)	The acceptance of their Sovereign by the people and the taking
of the oath of royal duties by the Sovereign.
 (2)	The purely religious ceremony which includes the anointing
and crowning.
 (3)	The rendering of homage in person by the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal.
1 P. 13

